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SKETCH

The lG2d Heginiciit was tlio third of tliosc oro;anized

nndor tlic cinspicus of the Police Comniissioncrs of the City

of Xc"A' York.

In addition to the V . S. honnty of SlOO. and $3 liand

money, the State and the Gity and County of Xow York,

each, oHored a bounty o( S50 per man ; which was paid until

Sept. Otii, when the State bounty was withdra^^Tl. It is not

i known that any bounties were paid by private persons.
'

Tlie rolice Department signalized its loyalty and patriot-

isni hy resolving itself into an instrumentality for recruiting,

and a<i(jpted a policy by which every member of its force

became, practically, a recruiting agent, and every station-

house a recruiting otlice; and all without charge to the

General Go^'crnmeut. Besides, the Department was as liberal

in contributing its money as its services to this patriotic

^ purpi.so.

I liecruiling was embarrassed by the interference of those

i
pests of the service, recruiting brokers, whose sole aim was to

t defraud tlie recruit of the bounty to which he was entitled

;

f and by the incompetence or corruption of examining sur-

[ geons, wlio did not scruple to pass invalids, the subjects of

[

loathsome diseases, and unable to march a mile. The Eegi-

i mental Surgeon, Dr. William B, Eager, Jr., discharged num-

I

bers who had been pa^>ed l»y the U. S. Examining Surgeons. I

Under the regulations of tlie "War Department, Ilegimental
i

Surgeons had no part in the examination of recruits.
j

Eecruiting for this Regiment commenced August 20, 1862,

—

;

the term of enlistment being three years. 1





On tlie lOtli S.-'pt. Col, LcwiV "Rencdict, of Albany, formevly

Lt.-Col. of 73(1 X. Y. Yol>. (2(1 Fire Z(.)uave>), arrived, -with

Maj. Janic> K. ]J..-art (fonnorly Adj't of 4od X. Y. Yol^;-^,

and assumed command of the for(>c> on Ttiker's Island. Lt.-Col,

Justus W. ELuu'liard, formerly Capt. ?>d X. Y, Yols,, reported

Sept. 21st, and succeeded Col. Benedict in command, whose

presence -was required in the City,

Oct. 14t]i, Lieut. 11. B. Smith, 11th F. S. Lifantry, nmstered

in companies B and C; and on the ISth he mustered in the

remaining companies and their otlicors, except F, late K, .53d

X. Y. A"., Avhicli had been mu-tered in Aug. '22(\, by Capt. T.

P. Mott, I'Jth U, S. Tuthiitry. yund)er of non-commissioned

officers and men, 705 ; alisentees, 150. Total, 94.5.

Oct. 24tli, the War Department ordered the 162d to the

lield. It was ])resented with a stand of Colors by the Corpo-

ration of Xew York. The history of these Colors may be

found in the Appendix.

. About 5 r. :M. oncdialf of the lG2d embarked in a sniall

steamboat for Fort Alonuidut'i, X. J., and at 11 P. ^L the

remainder followed. In landing, <>ne man fcU into the water,

and drowned before any aid could reach him. Between Port

Monmoath and Philadelphia the train parted, in consequence

of the breaking of a coupling, detaching three cars, which, by

some means, became so daniagt-d tliat it was necessary to trans-

fer their contents to "thcr <-;ir-^ and abandon the injured ones.

At Philadelphia, whi-r.^ it arrived at daybreak of 25th, the

ir)2d enj..y.-d the li...~pita!iiie.s now iVunous, of the Soldiers'

Pelief C'Mumittee of that(_Mtv: uiid upon reaching Baltimore,

at 11 P. ^[. of the same ^hy, where it bivouacked in the mar-

ket-place, the Frlief C..iumiit.-e of that city also knidly pro-

vided it with n-lVt-hments. Owing to various detentions, the

lC2d did n..t rrarh Wa-hiiejtnn until the evening of tlie 2Cth,

when it arrived in t!ie mid r ..f a luriuns stoini of rail!, and

found sheher in the S..ldier-' ]^•rreat.

Oet. 2^lh, tlie lG2d m;irrhcd thruiigh "Wa-^hington, and,

cro;sing tlic L<<tvj: il ridge, pmeeeded to Camp Seward, about

four mil's fr.»m tlie city, wliere it ]nt<;lied its tents and resumed





drillinir!:. On tlie 3<"itli, it ^va5 onlered tu the Chain Bridge,

some T inik!3 above Camp Seward, to report to Brig.-Gen.

Abercn>mhic, commaTiding the Provisional Division, and join

the 133d X. Y. (2nd Metropolitan).

Nov. 4th, the 102d, together with 133d X. Y. Y., were

ordered to Alexandria, Ya., 14 miles below, to report to Brig.-

Gen. Jolin E. Slough, and to hold themselves in readiness to

end»ark on trans})orts at a moment's notice, these regiments

liaving been detailed for service in the Banks Expedition.

On the morning of Xov. 10th, Lient.-Col. Blanchard, in

command of the six right companies, A, C, D, E, II, I,

embarked on an old pro])eller, called the " George's Creek,"

which had been imposed upon tlie Government. Col. Bene-

dict and tlie remaining lour companies were detained at

.Vu'xandiia until the lOth, when they embarked upon a

diminutive propeller, called the '" Citv of Bath,'' constructed

origiiudly to ply between Boston and Bangor. Lieut. -Col.

Blanchard and the six companies arrived in Hampton Boads

on the 12th, CoL Benedict and the four companies on the

ITth, and lay there waiting further orders for some days.

About three-quarters of the fleet belonging to tlie Banks

Expedition were assembled in the Beads. The lG2d reported

to Brig.-Gen. Wm. II. Emory, commanding the forces afloat.

During the time of this detention the Eegiment disembarked

and drilled daily. Finally, at S P. ]\I., Dec. 3d, the gunboat

Augusta, convoy of this division of the fleet, fired a signal-

gun, and the tleet got under way. The destination of the

ex["editi.)n remained a secret until the mouth of the Mississippi

was rcacht.d.

When the fleet weighed anchor the sky was overcast, a

gusty wind iiad sprung up, causing a short chopping sea that

rapidly destroyed the comfort of the landsmen on getting out-

side. Off Cape Ilatteras, the wind freshened to a gale. The
" City of Bath "' lay on her beam-ends tbr some hours, after

which the gale abated, though a heavy sea continued. On the

night of De<,-. oth, 2d Lieut. Jauu^s I)c P. Y'ilkcs, vi^ Co. II,

nej>liew of Com. Wilke-, Avas lost overboard. He left the

cabin to go on deck, and was never seen again.
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Dec. mil, the " City of Ritli " made Key AVc>t nnd took in

coal arnl ^\-atc^. The ()fric(.'is iind meu had siiit'ercd severely

during the ]>a<sage, ou aceoiint <A' morit of tlic water Laving

been put in casks whieli had previously contained oil. xVs the

" City of Eath " Avas going out of Key AVest, the " George's

Creek'' was coming in. Dec. 15th, the "City of Bath"

arrived at Xew Orleans, having tc«uel)cd at Shi[) Island, when

the scaled orders wore op-ned nnd her destination ascertained.

Col. Lcnedict reported at the Head-Quarters of tlie Depart-

ment of the Gulf, and, nnder orders, proceeded with tlie vessel

to CarroUton, a small place in the suhurbs of the town, and

eix miles above the city proper. On arriving there, Gen. T.

"VV. Sherman, commanding the j>*>st, ordered him to disembark

liis men at Camp l*anipet, some two miles above CarroUton,

and tiiere go into camj).

Camp Parapet is a line of oartln\-orks extending from the

Mississippi lliver to tin inipenetra1>le swamp, lying between it

and Lake Pontchartrain, aiul distant from the river about a

mile. They were constructeil, under the direction of the liebel

Gen. ]V^auregard, to protect Xev.- Orleans against attack from

above; Forts St. Philip and .lacksou ])eing supposed to be a

sutlicient defense again-^t attack from forces approaching by

sea.

Tlic forces at thi- ]'"sf, at tliis time. Avcrc 25th and 2Cth

Conn., ICth X. II.. a dctacimiint of li*th Maine, 4th "Wis. and

1st Ycrmont Latteries and the four companies of the lG2d.

Cul. I'enedict took .•oniniaml of the ]>ost. Day after day passed

without tidinirs from Liout.-CI. Phmchard and the six com-

panies with him. The, c-hara-tcr of tlie transport filled the

Colonel's mind v.-ith an\i<-'i\ •..nrrminu' the fate of the looked-

for olhccrs and mm : at hnu'th. .^n the i!4th Dee., the wretched

weather-bc;iten hulk jvuiw'y stramed up to the Parapet and

landed her prcci«»us freigitt, to t!ie gi-iicral delight of the garri-

son and the siHvi;d. j-y •'( the KVJd.

Dec. olst, in pur~u.iuce ut' .-nlcr-; frum Gen. I'anks, Major

Pogart antl three conipaiii(.-s. P., Capt. Jving, C, Capt. Wtmder,

u!id P., Lieut. Curti-, v.Lre di-p.vr.hed. l)v Col. Penedict, to





Pliiqucmino, a -mail t..\vu 11<> inile> above Xew Orlr:uis, to

di.-;lo.\u't' any force of the eneiny fmuid at that point ;
informa-

tion havinfc been received at Ilead-(iii:irters tliat a battery- had

been ])lanted there to intercept connnnnication bet^vcon ]3;iton

lioiiiTO and Xew Orleans. Maj. I'ogart, not linding any enemy

there, (piictly occnpied the town and tlnvw ont pirkets. Capt-

AVun.h.'r, of Co. C, was officer of the day, and, at abont 11 P.

M., lie reported a largv force of the enemy to be advanciiiir,

—

liis fears having multiplied a few guerrillas to an overwhelming

body of troops. Upon receiving snc-h alarming intelligence,

Maj. ]H:>gart hastily ^vith(]rew his connnand to the bank of the

river and po-ted it bcliind the levee ; designing to nse it as a

i breastwork in case of an attack. After some tiring the pickets

etiuili'.tcd the genera] exam[.le and withdreM'to the main body.

The u'linboat Catawba then commenced shelling tlie Avoods.

V>y the prematnre explosion of a shell, 1st Sergt. J. A. Jhikcr

was instantly killed, one private severely wounded, and one

corporal slightly. ]S^3 damage was received from the enemy.

. ]Maj. r.ogart called a council of his officers, and the result was

tliat the town was a1)an<loned.

About the Sth Jan., 1S('.;>, Col. 3'encdict was ordered to

move the ir)2d to Donaldsonville, 00 miles al>ove New

Orleai\s, and h-dd that place, while Cen. Godfrey AVeitzel,

Avho had been lying at Thibodeaiix, moved on r.ra-bear City

and other points on Bayou Teche ; it being apprehended that

din-imj; AVeirzeVs employment elsewhere, the enemy might get

in hi> rear, and endanger both him and our possession of the

:\ri-^si,~H'pi'' iii\'^"i"- C'"l- I'L'nedict extended his i)ickets iilleen

mile:-, to Napoleon. The IGUd remained at Donald.-onvillc

until the iT-th, wlien, by the ^-ncces-> of AVeitzcFs expeilitioii,

the neee<~ity for strengthening the regular garrison having

cea-ed, it returned to its camp at the Varapet.

Fel). •2>\, tlie lO'Jd In-oke camp and went inb) quarters at

Cam}.) .Mansfield. Jialf a mile from Carrollton,— (.'ol. j'enodict

turniu-j; over the command of (Vimji Parajtet to (_ien. Neal

])ow. It wa> tliere brigaded with the KUh \. lb, 110th N.

Y. and -1th .Ma>s., constituting the 1-t I'.rig., r.d Div. of 10th
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Arniv Cwi'p?, imdor fonunand of Eriir.-Gcii. Andrews of

]\russ. ; iuul reiniiined tht're until ]\raivlt r)tli. At thi:. tiine^

Col. iJenedict, who ]iad Lcen sufiurliiii; tor some weeks from -

an ailment, to be relieved only by a stirL'ical operation,

received leave of absence to enable him to go IS'ortli in order

to obtain tlie necessary treatment.

JMarch Cth, tlic army embarked for Initon PLonrre ; the lG2d
from Carritllton, on tlie steamer "Time and Tide,-' a demon-

stration ajj;ainst ]*ort iluds<in being contemplated, to favor the

passage of the l)atterifs by P'arragut's fleet, A few days

before, Gen. Andrews had been appointed Chief-of-staff to

Gen. Banks, and Col. Ingraham, 3Stli Mass., was put in com-

mand of the Brigade.

March 14th, the Army left ]>;Uon TJonge, moving toward

l*ort lludsuu in two columns ; ojie taking the Port Hudson
turnpike and the other the Clinton mad, in order to get in the

rear of and between Clinton and Port Hudson. The lG2d
and one company of Cavalry, under c(.>mmand of Lt.-Col.

Blanchard, were detached by Gen. Emory to make a recon-

noissance upon a road in the rear of tlie Clinton road. Arriv-

ing, at daylight on the 15th, at certain cross-roads, three

companies were detached, to iirocoed some fjur miles and l)urn

certain bridges, whic-h otherwise might enable the enemy to

gain our rear and enter Baton liouge. This was accomplished,

not without some skirmir-hing. in which, however, the com-

panies did not lose a man. Lt.-Col. ]]lanchard was to proceed

by a plank road as far ti^ ^\']iite Bayou, there to join a part

of GroverV Division, taking earc to apprise that General that

he was in his rear to aid in any service that might present

itself; which n.oti.-e wa> give!i by Adjutant Leonard. The
102(1 remained there until nigiit, when all went into camp
on the Clinton Plank Poad. The next morning Lt.-Col.

JManchard was ordercl to report liack at the cross-roads, and

await further ortiers. .Vfter retnaining there one dav and

night, the l(»2(l Mas ordered back to its cam{).

The variolic reconnoi.~-:inces having developed a ijTeat dis-

parity in the numbers of the o['[':':-ing forces— not less than
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r>0,000 llebcl soldiers l>clnnr jn and ahont Port Hudson, wlille

Gen. Hanks' army was les^ than Su,O00, all told, ajid Tarra-

gut having executed his lamons attempt to run the batte-

ries —it was determined to postpone, for the time, further

demonstrations against the formidable defenses of the place.

The Army was, accordingly, withdrawn. April Ist, the lG2d

left Baton Eouge for Algiers, by the steamer St. ]Maurice,

where it arrived on the following day, and remained until Jhe

8th, when, with the army, it was transferred by the New

Orleans, Opelousas and Great Western Eailroad, to Dra^^hear

Citv, the terminus of the road. On the morning of the 9th,

the* lG2d crossed to Berwick City, opposite Brashear City.

Here was organized the well-known Tcche Expedition.

April nth, the Army. Gen. AVeitzers Brigade leading, moved

on Fort Bishind, l."") miles al)0ve Berwick City. Fort B.island

is a line of breastworks thrown np between Bayou Teche and

a swamp, al)out half a mile distant
;

protected by a ditch,

15 feet wide, which made scaling difficult.

On Sunday, April 12th, the lG2d was deployed as skir-

mishers along the edge of the woods on the left. It advanced

in this manner several miles, through corn and caneliclds, or

over ploughed ground, most fatiguing to the men, who carried

heavy knai^sacks, not having yet learned how expedient it

was \o carry on such service only overcoats and blankets.

Line of battle was formed several times, in expectation of

attack from tlie wood. Finally, all the Brigades were formed

in line of battle— each extending over half a mile of ground

— WeiT/x-l's Brigade in the advance. Paine's 2d, Ingrahanvs

3d, and G<.<jding's 4th. About 4 V. ^i. the action fairly com-

menced, the batteries being in position on each flank of the

first three Brigades. After an Artillery duel of a couple of

hours' durath.n, tiring nearly ceased. At 7 P. ^f. the lG2d was

ordere<l to supp.^rt ^Mack's Battery (the ISth X. Y.), in a grovo

on the edge of the Fiayou, as it was apprehended that the

Diana, a gunboat captured from us, might come down

the Bavou and annoy us during the night. She h;id, in fact,

dune a^rincipal part uf the tighting on the licbel side during
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tlic at>orn->oii. riK':^ lui.l l>OfU driven iicro.-< the r.ayou by the

HeheU, to jireveut our ij;iiiil)oats c-omiiii:: tM us. The liebel

shrtri.>-sh«.)OtL'i'H. had oci-u[iitMl, and ^till rwntiiUK'(l t*;) (jceupy, a

number of nL'ii:n> cabins and other outbuildings, this side of

their fortilieations. The J)iana, fn.ni lialf a mile up the

Ijayou, kejit up a (h;sulloi'\' tiring through the night. In

the mean time, Gen. (trover had crossed the Teehe and gone

up on the other side, inteiuHug to recro^s at some crmvenient

point above, and marcli down. Mi-taking tlie road, he did n(»t

cross just Avhere he had contemplated, and was, moreover,

somewhat dehiyed, and found himself constrained to tight a

severe battle at Irish IJend, a little above Franklin. At day-

break the action was resumed by the Artillery. During the

morning the sharp-sluioters of the enemy M'cre dislodged, by

the demolilion of the buiMings tliat had sheltered them-

About 3 r. M. tlie Infantry (ommenccd tiring, and made an

unsuccessful assault. At <• W M. the 102(1 was detached from

the Brigade, and ordered to ri'[>ort to (icn. "Weitxel at the

extreme front. Lt.-C'd. IJhmcliard. who commanded, directed.

Adjutant Leonard to report to (umi. Wcit/.cl and receive liis

orders; which were, to de[»l<.'y lour companic- as pickets, along

the edge of the woods, ami the remaining six: companies to

be held in reserve; esta])li-liing themselves on the left of the

first line of battle. The enemy thn-w a few shells, to 0]>po3e

the regiment in taking its ]io^iti.>u. J)ui-ing the night the

enemy made a hurried retreat, aoaudouing provisions, and

nearly every thing beside-. The eauqK -were left standing,

and some of tht; otticors" (puarter.-, built of cane, Avere quite

commodiou-. ami exhibited decide

construction. ^>et^\een (>'en. I!:

enemy and (Jen. droNcr's convc

about i.tti'L" prisoner- fell into o

night at Fraidclin, when- t'.-ur c"m

detaileil Ibr provo-t ijuty in the to'.vn. preparations were made
for a \ig..ious pur-uit of the enemy. At this place Col.

lie.'raha!!! wa- oiiiiged to tui'u irack. on aecnunt of severe and

increa-ini: iilne--. lie had 'jceii coMi[»eIlL'd to travel in an

auibulanee the dav i^revi.ius.

pretensions to elegance in

d<.>" eli,.-(. pursuit of the

icnr po.-itlon at Franklin,

r Iiand-. Halting for the

aiiies of the reiriment were
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Just u1).»VG Fort i'.l.-hiiul tlie I)i;iii:i wa- f.niiid, totnlly

(lo-tri>yfil, nn<l. fiirtliei" n|), tlie Ilart ^^a> (H-('(»vcroil in a

>iiMilur ci>ii<liti(.u— the (.^hicuri ot' tlie AWst ^vas captured,

Texan-, ami ti-oops rai.-ed in AVesteru Lnui.-iana, constituted

tlie Ke1)cl army di»iu^- duty in tliis part of tlie State. The pris-

oners exhil>ited a most hostile and re\'enu-et'ul dis[)osition.

So many sullen and vindictive coimtenaiu-es have rarely been

seen together. There \va=; mueli ill-feeling ap}»arent Letween

the Texans and Louisiana troops; the Texans not relishing

lighting for the Louisianians. There were a number of halt-

blood Indiaiis among the Texans.

The Brigade at this time was reduced to two regiments— the

lloth and l(;2(l X. Y., Col. Sage commanding,---the 4th .^lass.

and ICth X. U. having l)eeii left to garri^ou r.rashear C^ty.

Ailjutant Leonard picked up in one of the aband(jned

quarters an order, signed by the Ilebel Chief of Artillery, in

which, after expressing regret for tlic defective charat-ter of

the shells, he directed that }terfect ones oidy should be used at

short rangt?. Tiiis may, to a degree, account for the small loss

sustained by our troops— very few of the shells thrown hy the

enemy exploded.

At 4 A. M. of the KUh, the Army was agaiii In motion, and

about mid-day reached Xew Iberia, picking up on the v,-ay

about 30(1 pri-^oners. After halting for an hour, the Lifautry

p)ush<'d on, the (^'avalry in the mean timella^"iug had a skii-midi

in front. L-dng three or four, the enemy ten or twelve. At
the cross-roads, one of which led to the Salt Works, and the

other to Opi'lowsa-. and on which the skirmish occurred, the

ir>2d was ordered to rep»>rt to (tcu. Grover, avIu) took the road

to ()pelon~a- and marched to A'ermilion Layou, Gen. Emory
taking the other in order to destroy the Salt A\^orks, 7 miles

from Xew Iberia. At A'ermilion r.ayoii the bridge was found

Inirning, and the tiicmy was shelled acru.-s the bayou. Two
days and <jne night -utliced to rebuild the bridge, and on the

''2'jd the troop-; cntrreil Opclou-as.

On the L'kh Gen. T>anks ordered the ir)2d, nmha- command
of Lt.-C(jl, Llanciiard, to iirv)ceud to I'arre's Laudinu: on .I>aNOU
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Courtabloau, about S iiiilo^ from Opelonsas, and occnpv the

place. A seetioM of Artillery ami a company of Cavalry

accomijunietl, tbr the i)iu-j)i».--c of making captures in the

adjacent district. On information furnislied by colored spies,

Lieut. Xeville and a detachment was sent some five miles

down the Bayou, wliere tliey seized a small steamer called the

Ellen, used for naviirating the Bayou and transporting stock

and produce for the liebels. The capture Avas reported to

Gen. ]]anks, who sent an officer to survey the vessel, and

being found staunch and in good order, she was sent to Bra-

shear city, where she was ])ut to service under tlie name of

Cob Chandler. By aid of the Cavalry, the country was swept

through a circuit of eight or niue miles. During the live

days the lG2d remaiiuMl :it the Landing, it captured more than

3,000 bales of cotton, a large (juautlty of sugar, and 110 horses

and mules. The cotton and sugar were turned over to Gen.

Grover. on his arrival, and the horses and mules, by order,

sent to Gen. Banks. Gu the 00th the lG2d was relieved by

Gen. Grovcr's division, and returned to Opclousas,

May 5th, the Army resumed its march for Alexandria, which

was reached on the evening of the 11th, and found to be in

the possession («f our Xav;d lM,)rces. On the 11th, Col. llene-

dict rejonied the lO'Jd, to tho great joy of every num in it.

As he came on -hore, nh'l was rci-oiving the congratulations

of liis friends on hi- ret urn to heuhh aiul the service, a ])as3-

ing wagon startled the h..i-,-e (.f one of the officers, Avliich

knocked him down an<l so injureil his leg, that he was obliged

to return to the l>o:it uiid rcmiiiu on it wliile it made a trip to

Brashear city and buck.

The march to Alcvandria \va- supp...icd to be a r>'-^'' on the

part of Gen. r.:ink<, to in.lnce the Rebels to think Shreveport

was his objective i.^inr. < )n the ITth, however, the Army re-

traced its >teii- to C!i-.!icy\ ille, and thence made aforccd march
to Sennne>p"rt, <.n tl:c Aicha!";d;iy:i, about ten miles from the

Bed River. lien- (\>\. B.cnedict overtook the Army and
assumed command of the remiumt of his Brigade. The troops

moved n[, to the; -.*urce vi the AT,]iuiUlaya, and to the June-
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tion of tlio Ec'(l and ^[Is<i??ippi IIIvot>, tlioncc down ihc

}t[Usis5ippi to Morganzia, where the Army crossed by steam to

Bayou iSara, 10 miles al)ove Port Hudson.

On the I23d, orders Avcre received through Gen. Andrews,

Chief-ot-statf, directing the l(>2d to proceed to St. Francis-

ville, two miles inland, to join Gen. Paine, and thence south-

wardly to a point in tlie rear of Port Hudson, wliero it was to

await the coming of Mack's Battery; the furtlier purpose

heing to picket a certain road, to prevent the escape of the

enemy. At 1 A. ]\I., the point indicated was reached, and

the lG2d bivouacked in a church-yard; it raining heavily

and the mad knee deep. The battery came up about day-

light, and the regiment, under command of Lt.-Col. Blanchard,

l>ruceeded to join the 2<1 Division, to wliich it was temporarily

attaclied, arriving in the midst of a severe action, in which it

participated, and sutlered some loss.

The enemy having been driven from his outer line of works,

and our own forces being strengthened by the arrival of

"Weitzel's division, on the 2Gth, a general assault upon the

enemy's works was ordered on the 27th. On this occasion the

lG2d was in Gen. Grover's line, and assaulted on the right of

the enemy's works, crossing Sandy creek and driving the

enemy through the woods into their fortifications. The ir)2d

renuiined three days unrelieved, within a hundred yards of

the enemy's works, suffering loss in killed and wounded. The

tight on This line begun at 10 A. M., lasting until -t V. '^L,

and was severely contested throughout. Gen. Jjanks greatly

connnended the behavior of the troops, and expressed his

belief that the post would have been captured hut for their

t

limited knowledge of the ground, and the character of tlio

works, which were hidden from observation until the momeiir

of approach. On the o(>th, the 102(1 was relieved, marched

I
sonie miles to the rear, and encamped for the nighi.

I June 1st, the ](;2d moved to the extreme left of the lines,

I and with the lT">th X. Y., reported to (xen. "Win. Dwiglit, who

y
assigned them to the 1st Brig., 2d Div., and at oiice sent them

- to pusition in front, where they remained some days intrench-
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incr, i^kinnwliiiiic a}\<\ siippr-rtinii: l>;ith'ri(S. June l^.tli. tlic JG2d

dciuoiistnitoil ]ie;L\il\ lict'ii-o. tlii^ riiuuiy, rmd lii.^t some men.

It retm-iied to luvoiuic, mid wa^ transferred to 2d lirig., 2d
Div. (Gen. Dwiglit'si. pfet»arat(>ry to the general assault along

the entire line of inve-lincnt, ^vlliclL it had been decided

pliuuld take place the next day.

This evening (Jed. lieneiljct arrived in camp, having been

relieved uf his conininn<l ;!t Ilerndtage, or Fan>se Point,

directly o}>posite Port Ilndso!!, -where ho had been stationed

since the 2'k\ of ]\[ay, with a regiment of Infantry (110th X.
Y.), two companies of Cavalry and a section of the Cth Mass.

Artillery, in order tn j.revenr the occnpation of tliat point by
the liebeU, egress from tlie i'-rrilieations (..f Port Ilndson, or

the recei[»t of conimnnicatidiis or siip]>lies by tlie u'arrison

within them; and aho to kee]) the; conntry in his rear free

from gnerrillas <.r small ho.^tile parties, and obtain infurnjation

for nse at head-«|uarter->.

Immediately np.)n Ins arrival. Cid. ]>enedict was pnt in

command of 2d Ih-ig.. iM Div., wliieh consisted of the 102d
X. Y., under Lt.-roL JihuM-lmrd. the 17:>rh X. Y., Col. Prvan,

the 2Sth Maine and l^th .Ma-s. At 1l\ midnight, orders M'ere

issued f .r an as>anlt at -hiybreak. At 1 A. ^L, Col. Henedict

moved the Prigade >till farther to the left, oj)}»osite the lower

sally-])urt of the enemy. On infonuatioii received from a

deserter, that there ^va- a -traight and plain road to the sally-

port, and that the works wen; (pnte practicable at that point,

the left, mider (rcn. Dwight. wa> ordered to assault there.

By some misearriage. orders tailed to reach the 2Sth jiaine,

and the Jh'igade ^vent into action witli three rei;-iments, num-
beriuLT only .".'m.' men.

The attack was (Munaenced by the l.-t Priu-afle, under Col.

Clark of the t'.th .Mi<-h.. v.liieii. in a i':\v minutes, wa< thrown

int.:» disorder. (ieu. Pwiu'lit tlu'n I'rd^civd (\d. j'enedict to

advance hi.- Ih-igade. the i{)L'd lia\ing the right, to the a^^ist-

ance of Col. Clark, aiid to mareb to the attack '"in ctdunin

of com]>atde-; 1

'
< >ii reacldiig a lr\el plateau, upon which

llic I'oluiiin entered from a wo<;vl, under co\er of Avhieh it liad

n
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fornif'K it v,-;is met by a tcrrilic iivo <>t' slicit and slit'll, and a

little t'artlier on it came under a cros^-lire of artillery that was

nearly insupportahle. Parsing Clark's J]rigade, the culnnin

pre-^sed on to tlic verge of the plateau, only, however, to find

itself confronted by a ravine, made impassable by felled tim-

ber, lying l)etween it and the enemy's works, and exposed to

a withering tire of all arms. Col. Benedict halted the column

and ordered the men to seek cover; retreat, on account of their

proximity to the enemy, threatening annihilation, while further

advance was absolutely impossible. After coolly surveying the

enemy's Avorks from the VA]'j^e of the ravine, Col. Benedict

retraced the perilous ro;id : for. being without an Aid for the

purpose, he reported in ])erson to (len. ])wight the critical

situation of his command, who, recognizing the nccc.-sity of

the case, ordered the Ih'igade to lie where it was until the

darkness of night might favor its withdrawal. After re})ort-

ing. Colonel Benedict rejoined his men, having gone and

returned on foot, tln'ough a hurricane of shot and shell,

untouched."

Tlie sutferlngs of that day will iiever be forgotten by any

who survived or witnessed them. From morning till night

the men lay under a burning smi, exhausted by fatigue and

I'.unger, maddened by thirst, and iminy agonized by Avound-;.

The >liglite.~t manifestation of life made the exhibitor a mark

for a volley from the sharp-shooters of the enemy, who
crowdeil the work> that connnanded the iield, and numy, in

etlbrrs to >Imulate death, endured more than its agonies.

The attack failed elsewhere tlu\»ughont the lines as it did

here, ami. a> might be ex[)ected, the casualties were numerous

and severe. In this adsance the bra\'e Col. Bryan, vi' ITdth

X. v., wa^ killed. The li\'2d le<l the Brigade, and lot in

kllle.l. wonnth'd and mis-ing 51, out of ITo, in action.

Among the killed was ^[aj.)r Bogart, whose body was nearly

* XoTC.— Fi.r culhint cntulnrt in this act inu, tli<' (fov.-rnniont, July -y.]. ISOG.

C'>nr,Tn-'l on Coloiu-l li^ii'.-dict tin' nuilc of lUvvct nriir.-lfLiuTal, to duto from

March l;J, ISC.J.

3





18

suntlered hy a shell, ^vllIcll also ]>a^>('«l thron2;li a Sergeant, a

Curporal, and tlit-ii exploded, carryinu: away the leg and arm

of anotlier C<>r}>oral.

The gallant Lient. Xeville, of Co. I, "was wounded mortally,

dying in hospital, at JJuton Jiouge, on the IGth of July

following. Lieut.-Col. Dlanchanl, eonnnanding the regiment,

escaped, though exported to the hottest uf the lire.

At 7 P. M. the Urigade w;is withdrawn, and the l()2d was

ordered to the support of a ;^^nrtar Tlittery, estahlished ahout

a mile to the right of the point it hiul assaulted in the morn-

ing.

The following day, June ir>th, in General Orders, Gen.

Banks called for a thousand Yohmteers, to form a column to

storm the enemy's worl:^. Gihcers who might lead were

assured of promotion, and hoth oiiicers and privates Avero

promised Medals of Commemoration, and that their names

should " he placed in (rcneral (Jnlcrs \][hm the lioll of Honor."

The response of this reduced regiment to this appeal was

creditahle. It otfered the largest contingent of A-^olunteers to

the Forlorn Hope of any regiment in the Department, and

had the only conqtlete com})any furnished hy any one to the

Battalion. Colonel Benedict volunteered to lead a Battalion.

Adjutant Boht. W. Leonard, and three of the four line officers

of the lG2d, tit for duty, and lifiy ]u-ivates, out of one hun-

dred and forty-nine, lit for duty, ah-o volunteered.

The names of these otiieers and men were :

Capt.





Scr^'-t
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* July 14tli, the IG'id left SprinLrlielil Landing; and returned to

j

Cniiip Xickerson, within a mile of Tort Hudson, doing iiicket

I

duty there nulil Aug. £'"2(1. Tiie health of the regiment

improved here, its e-amp heing on elevated ground. The siek

I list declined to an average of 7<> per dav.

! Alioiit the middle of August, Oen. J>anks reorganized the

I army, and the ]G2d, 110th and l*;r)th X. Y., and 14th Maine,

were eunstituted the l>t Ih-ig., od Div., ll'th Army Cor])s.

Col. Beneiliet, who was serving at the time on Courts-]Martial

in Xew Orleans, m as as-igncd to command the I'rigade.

Aug. 22d, Lient.-Col. Bhinehard and a detail, consisting of

Capt. Iluxford, Lieut. Seaman and six erdisted men, went

Kortli to receiN'e the ([uota of drai'icd men allotted to tlie

162d.

At tlie same tin^e the if>'2d nuuvhed to IJaton Eonge and

reported to Gen. Franklin. The camp of the lG2d was

unfavorably located, and ai^-ain it wa- smitten by disease.

Pestilential exhalations from the s\vam[) in which the men
lay, the extreme heat and hard duty, soon lett scarcely a hun-

dred etlectivo men in the regiment.

At this place Adjutant Leonard was commissioned and

mustered in as Major of tie lG2d.

Col. Benedict returned to the regiment Sc]:)t. 1st, and,

uecrjrding tr> or<lers, c'libarkcd it :it Baton Bouge. on the 2d,

on th(} steamer Xorth Aiiicrica. Tiii- craft had lieeii built,

originally, for the navigation of the liiuhon Kiver, and many
years before had been |tronouuced unsafe for even its placid

waters. In the titting out of the Batdcs Expedition, this old

hulk had l)een impu-ed on the (iovernnient, and actually

brought trooj.s t-. Xe-w Orlean-I On this occasion the lG2d,

1)V incessant pumping, kept Im-v :Uh>at nntil Xew Orleans M'as

reached, when, CoL lleui'dii-t refu-ing to i.roeeed any farther

in her, a stu'vey Nva< called winch ciiudeinned her, and soon

after .-he sunk (piifliy at the di>ck-. Tlie regiuU'Ut was trans-

ferred to the -tcani-hii» K. ('. ^\'iuthrnp, belonging to an

expedition then i-rejuiring, the de-tiiuitiou ot' which, however,

was kept secret.
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Sept. -i-tli, the sliip >;iiie(l i'ov the ])lar'e of rcTulc;cvons for the

voi^>eIs of the Kxpeihtiim, off T'erwick Bay, which made it

ajiparent that Texa^^ wa^ the i[uarter in which it was to oj)er-

nte. The Land forces consisted <,»f tlie ll'tli Anny Corps; and

the tieet wa?* convoyed hy a naval force of four liijlit-draft

gunboats, the Arizona, Clifton, Granite City and Sachem, the

whole nridcr connnand of Maj.-Gen, Franklin. It turned out

that the expedition Avas desii^nied to captm-e and occupy Sabine

City, at the moutii of the river of that name, and the entire

iieet was ordered to arrive ulf Sabine Pass i>y nn'dniirht of

the 7th, in order that the attack miii-ht be made early on the

morninii; of the Sth. This, however, was iiot accomplished,

because, ouinij; to the absence of the Itlockadinij vessel, which

was relied upon to indicate the ];)'>iiit, the ilcct ran by in the

nig-ht, and the attack was tinally made t(jward evening on the

Sth. The l^as- seemed to be well fortified and was certainly

audaciously defended, so that after the total loss of two of tiic

gunboats, the Clifton and Sacliem, the most sei-viceable of all

considering the shallowness of the water, the lleet returned

to Xew Orleans. It is said this ill-fated enterjirise was nc>t

favored by the nu).->t t'xperienced soldiers in the I)epartment,

and that tht> Connnandiug Guneral, as well a- Gen'Is Emory

and Wcitzel, ])referred Ih'ownsville as an objective ])oint.

On the 11th, the lG2d went into camp at Algiers, where

Col. I>enedii;t a->unu'd connnand of the I>rigade, lien. JS'icl<er-

son re[<airing to ]N'e\v Orleans. On the 15th, the IG'id left

Algiers Ibr ISra-hear City, whither it ha<l been preceded by a

portion of the .Vrniy, and was followed l>y the remainder.

Two di\i:-ions of the l-'Uli Corps had conie down tlie river and

were attached \o the I'.Kh Cor[i>, in ordei' to strengthen it for a

second Catni>;i!gn through Western Louisiana. On the Istli,

the 1(52(1 (To-M-d to J5crwick City, and on the 21-tli. the T.'th

Corps moved iij) to' Camp lii-land, about a niih.' abo\-e the

remains of the Ibrt of that name. Tlie ;rround seemed not to

have been trodden by human foot .-incc the l)atrh.' there nearly

six months before. S]-:eletons of horses lay \\here they liad

fallen, innnen-e tlocks ot' earrion ])iid.- hovered <.>\er tlie jLiee,
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a luxuriant irrowtli of wcc<ls, ten ll-ct liiirli, covered tlic canc-

fields, the supir luniies rouiaiue«I uurejiaired — the wliolc

scene AVas oiu; of ntter dcMjlatiou. Oft. iM, t:ie Army moved
toward Opelousar;, where it arrived on the l-ltli, liaving

marched leisurely, occasionally skirmishiiiir. At Opelousas,

Grover's Divisii^u occupied the town, and Weitzers Division

and the loth Corps, Barrels Landini;. Nov. 1st, the Army fell

back to Carrion Crow Uayrm, the object of tlic march being

accomplished; which wus to create a diversion in favor of

another portion of the Army sent to seize Brownsville on tlie

Itio Grande, by drawing CL>nfcderatc troops from Texas to

oppose tlic advance of this one.

After an nnimport:int skirmish at tliis Bayou, the lOtli

Corps moved to Yormilmn Bayou, leaving tlie 13th Corps

behind, which Wiis surprised by the enemy a few days after,

and lost a nund>cr of men and one piece of artillery. AVeit-

zel's Division was at once sent to the rescue, ami bronght the

13th Corps to Vermilion Bayou, where it was put in a position

of safety.

Xov. 11th, it was reported to ]\[aj.-Gen. Franklin tliat a

large force of the enenvy was concentrating at or near Carrion

Crow Bayou, and he dhccted Brig.-Cen. A. L. Lee. Chief of

Cavalry, to make a recunnoissance in force with all his avail-

able Cavalry, in order to ascertain the numbers and position of

the enemy.

The Cavalry Divi-ion, consisting of two Brigades of eight

hnndred each, started from A'crniiliduvllle for Carrion Crow
Bayou, (distant twelve miles due North), at ('..30 A. !M., and

soon commenced driving the pickets of the encmv back to

their reserve of -ix hundred. A runniiig tiglit then ensued

for some eight miics, ending in Ciener:il Lee's chargini;; them
vigorously and driving thcui in c.-ntusion into a dense wood.

Xinnn's battery «if light tlying artillery was ipiickly brought np,

and, after shelling the vr.uid-, ('cm-rid bee advanced his whole

force in line of battle tlirough the wood.-, and found the enemy
abo drawn up in line (if l-attle (Ui the o})posite side of a prairie,

a]>out two miles in width, numbci'inLT, as near as could be
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estiin[itc<l, altout soNX'n tlioii>aii<.l. Upon discovering that tlie

encinv outnuni])erc'l his force four to one, and having accom-

plished tlie oltjcct of his reconuolssance, General Lee ordered

his Cavaby to retreat.

The enemy, apprehending his intention, sent a large force

to make a demonstration on Lee's left flaidc, npon which tlie

Gen. dispatched the 1st (Col. Lncas') Brigade, tu protect the

left llaTik, M"hile he himself, in person, remained with the main

column on the road.

Col. Benedict had been ordered to advance with his Brigade

about a mile beyond YermiUon Bayou, and hold himself in

readiness to support Gen. Lee. After having been about an

liuur in jiusition, an order came from Gen. Lee tliat tlie Bri-

gade sliould proceed up the road. About four miles u]>, Col.

Benedict was met by a message that Gen. Lee was reti-euting

before a superior Ibrce, and directing him to take a position

wliere his trooj>s would be masked, in order that Gen. Lee

nn'ght turn and make a dasli at the enemy's cavalry. The
Cohjnel selected the East side of a prairie about 1,200 yards

wi<:le— posting the men in the ditches, Kimm's Battery in the

rear of the left think, and Trull's of the right— a position in

which his eiglit hundred and odd could have fought live

thousand. Gen. Lee retired behind him, in order to entice

tlie enemy into the open prairie, but they were too v\'ary, and

opened with artillery. This was replied to Avith vigor, and

for an hoar the lire was pretty hot; the Bebels sutioring

severely. Tlicn. after failing in an attempt to outtiank, tlicy

Sought cover behind fences and in ditclies, and retircL The

Briga<le was so well protected that it had but 1 killed and -i

wounded ; one of the latter belonging to the l(j2d.

Dec. 1st, the lG2d went into winter quarters at Xew Iheria.

It having been greatly reduced by disease and casualties, and

the lT4th X. Y. being also in a similar condition, an ai>pli-

cation was miide to consolidate the two regiments.

Dee. 5th, Lieiit.-Col. Bluiichard returned fn.m the Xorth,

bringing witli him Capt. Frank T. Johnson ami a company of

drafted men. These men. 4<) In number, A\ere drat'ted in tlie
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Kth (•„n.-,.o.-i..,Ka I>i,t,-l..t. X. v.. .\u,,,-t 11. l>^ra. nnd joined

tho WMM X..V II"Mi., I.... IX-c. 1>S ISGS. (Soc n.e.n. ou

iluster-out UuU ..f Cu. II.)

Dee IMh. t!ie lG2d wont to Franklin, La., to relieve Cul.

Fearins of tl>c Stk -C. H., Liout.-Col. r.lancl.ard taking com-

mand of tlic post.
, i /- n,.,ini.

Feb ITtli is.i-l. e..nsolidati..n to,>k plaee nnder Gen. Ouler

No 47 ird-Or.. li.th ,\,-K>v Corps, of tl.at date, l.v ^vl.u,h

;aei> eompanv of tl.e IT-ltl, .'us n.er.e.l in the oorrespon, M,g

conipanv of Ihe IC'd. tlu.s rai-in;, t'ue eilee-tive strength ot

the reu'i'u.ent to .-.Ti; otf.ers and n,en ; M4 present and ahse.rt,

livthis eonsolidution, the serviees of Snrgeon A\ dham B.

Ea.4r .Jr., ^vere lo,t to the l.iL'.l. He bad earned the appro-

,,,Uon of Gon. T. AV. Shennan, at th.. I'arapet (Defense, ot

Xeu- Orleans); of (ien. Dwight (at Port Ilndson), and ot

-J[ai.-(ien. Frankli.u'on the TeeheV Tpon leaving the regi-

ment he received a written te-.in.onial from Col. l.euedu-t

who artinned. that f .r
" .kill, energy and faitlmdness he had

„ot met ti.e eqnal of Surgeon Ive.er, neither • n> the serv.ee

here, nor in the divi-ion to whieli he was attaehed on tho

^t:Zi. .-.o oan-e the re.iren.ent of the faithful and

nopuhu-MaiorUol.ertV. Leonard pr..eeeded.

^
Earlv in Jar,., l^>!l. th- .\ni,v wa- eoneentrated at hrank-

H„ J
, and what is known and generally .leplored as the

kl inver Expedition, was organised. The 10-Jd wa.

,,,i,„ed to the 3d lirig.,l-t I'iv., I'Jth Anny Corps, Col.

Benedi.-t eonnua.eling. -Maj.-Cien. Frankhn eomnumded tho

Corp- -uul (tcu. Kiiioi-v rlic- DlvUiou.

Al-uvh K'tluthe DiviM.-u u.-vc.! to enter upon tl.e Ke.lK.vcr

Ca;upui,u. :n,.l. trave.>in^ the rich Hat. of Lower J.an.umn

rcaeheilAlcxan-lria on the .:.th,-u ai.tauee ot one Imndred

ana Hxrv ,une.-H<irnii~hin^ li.htly ou the ^vay. On he

07U, the march va-, cmtiuuea to XaVehlt<K-hes, ^vhere the

Inuv eneamped ou the :;Ul, to await the arrival of the pro-

visio;. tran^port. Ceu. Dank, and Cont. Porter ^VIth lus

. ik.et, were at (Jrand Keore, f.nr nulc above. A recounois-





sauce having been made in order to ascertain the strength and

position of the enemy at and bevond Pleasant Hill, the whole

Army marched IVum Natchituches on the morning of April 6th.

After a tedious march throngh rain and mnd, the Brigade

arrived at Pleasant Hill on the evening of the 7th, and biv-

ouacked, the wagons not having come up. At 8 o'clock, the

next morning, the march was resumed, and in the afternoon it

encamped at Mill Spring, some 11 miles iNorthwest of Pleas-

ant Hill. At 4.30 P. M., the men being engaged in cooking

rations, orders came to prepare to move forward ; and the

Brigade, third in tlie Division column, soon commenced a

march at double quick toward Sabine Cross Eoads, near Mans-

field, a distance of six miles, arriving there at 6 P. ^[., just in

time to cover the retreat of the 13th Coq^s, wliich had been

routed, and check the advance of the enemy. On approach,

ing the position chosen by Gen. Emory for these purposes, the

Brigade was met liy a demoralized mass of Hying Cavalry,

infantry, artillerymen and camp followers, crowding together

in the midst of wagons aiid ambulances, which indicated the

serious condition of affairs. Entering the field to the left of

the road, the troops were instantly deployed in line in the fol-

lowing order : the lG2d, under command of Lt.-Col. Blanchard,

on the right of the Brigade, resting on the left of the 2d

Brigade; the lT3d X. Y. on the left of the lG2d; both regi-

ments being on the crest of a hill, the enemy behind a

similar crest opposite. The 30th Maine was deployed in the

rear of the 173d X. Y., with the 105tli X. Y. on its left and

a few rods in advance. The Brigade was scarcely in position

when it received the fire of the enemy, who, encouraged

l»y previous successes, came on, as if already the field was

won. They were received, however, by such a fire as put

furtlier advance ont of the question, although they con-

tinued the attack witli bravery and perseveraTice. at a great

cost of life. The maintenance of his position by Emory was
indispensaltlc to the

' safety of the Army, of which emer-

gency the enemy ap}>eared to be as conscious as himself.

Hence their de;-pcr;ilo duterminatluu to turn his left, held by

4
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Col. Boned let's liriirade. C)iic viir«.>roiis eiiort tliat ^vas made

towards iii--lit, \vas so Idoudily rt'jmlsL'd, that the. liebels not

oidy recoiled, hut lied, leaviiiu' thi-ir deml aud wounded wherje

they fell In this repulse the lC2d and the 173d Xew York

were luainly instrumental, and it closed the lighting at this

point.

The glory of saving the day was then, and still is. conceded

on all hands to Emory ami his Division of the 10th Corps,

and was earned hy as dcspi.-rate fighting as was witnessed

during the M'ar. Col. Jk'nedlct was much conmiended for the

manner in which he fought his Brigade.

Toward midnight the Army took up its march for Pleasant

Hill, a better position ; and it was understood, besides, that

Gen. A. J. Smith's connnand, the IGth Corps, had reached

there, Avhile it was obvious that the forces had better be con-

centrated as much as po^-sible. .\rriving there early the next

morning, the Brigade took it.-^ final position behind a ditch at

the foot of a slope in front, another -^lupe rising in the rear,

and awaited the coming of the enemy. It was nut until after

4: P. ^L that the skirmi^her- were attacked and driven in, and

very soon after, the Brigade, which was posted 500 yards in

advance of the second line of battle, with its left in an open

Held and wholly unprotected, received the brunt of the liebel

charge. Outtianlced and outnundjcred, slowly but steadily,

the men were forced bad-: and up llie acclivity, suilering

Jieavily from the lire of the eiu'iny, until they tiled in behimi

(tou. Smith's ]nen, where they re-formed. The Pebels, confi-

dent in tlieir nund)ers and exhilarated by success, came on

exultingly, Ijut were nu-t by a tempest ot' shot, shell and bul-

lets, that nearly annihilated their lir-t line of battle ; and,

before tiiey had reco\-ered from the sh<>ck, Cicn. Smith's men
and ours were u[iou them in a charge led by Cien. ^lEower.

The llebels recoiled — they were pu>hed down the slo}>e and

up tlie opposite acclivity, until they reaclicd the woods, when
they broke an^i lied, tlie f'ri-Mile ['lU'-uIng them some miles.

In the conliict down the Ai>\u\ and v.hile rallying the men
to the charge, Col. Benedict fell. Ills conspicuous bravery
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m;x'le liim a mark for the CTioiiiy, a:ul, acconrmn- to tLeir tac-

tic-, lio 7nu>t havo V.ol'u tlie taru'ct for a vollov. He received

five l)all>: one tlironi:-]) each arm, one thronu-li the leg, above

the knee, one in the left foot, and one through the head. A
superior ottic-er said truly, " Of those m'Iio fell that day at

Pleasant Hill, tliere Avas no one so universally regretted. His

great gallantry in the iickl and his courtesy in camp had won

him niany frlemls, as well among the troops he commanded as

the officers with and under whom he served."

The l(32d lo.-,t, also, Capt. Frank T. Johnsoii, Co. IT, a true

patriot and most efficient officer; i'd Lieut. T. A. Scudder,

Co. ]); Color Serg'ts J;imes Ball, Co. Y, and John A.

Ilomann, Co. X.

Capt. Eugonc S. Eunsi>n, Co. C, w:is wounded; al-o Ist

Lieut. Henry P. Fisher, Co. I, and 2d Lieut. Madison K. Fin-

ley, Co. F.

"

George ^r. Gibson, 2d Lieut. Co. G, and Sergt-Major H. P.

Fitch, were taken prisum^rs.

Thsj loss of the liJiM in this action was 7 officers and ll-t

men, killed, wounded and missing.

At o A. M., of tlie 10th, the line of march was taken up

for Grai[d E<N<re. which was reached on the second day there-

after, A', here the army reposed some days ; the Brigade, mean-

whilo, iiuilding a sujierior Itrcastwork,

April I'Oth. the ar?ny left (irand Fccre on its return to

Alexandria. Fverytliing necessary in order to a proni]«t

evacuation ><[' the ]dacL- having 1)een prepared, at 5 P. 3L all

movrd ;d once; Gen. A. J. iSnutlTs, the It'ith Corps, hringing

up the r.;ir. The Army marrhed all night. The next <lay

the rear guard ,-kirmishi'd Avirh the enemy. All the milU and

barns on the route wei'c given to tlie tlames. The next day,

lL':'.d, marching li\e mih^s, t<» the ford of Cane liivcn-, a IJchel

force was f mud ]Vi<tod on a high blulf on the o])l•o^ire side,

commanding the ford, which made it imprac!ica])le to lay the

pontoons. The Brigide A\as ordered to ford the river about

a mile above and attack the rebels in the rc;ir ; ^vlli(•h was

done. The }>osition was one of groat natural strength, but
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our men lu-avely presscl forward. At the conimeiiccmcnt of

tlie action, Col. rruncis Fesseiulen, of the 30th Maine, Avas

])adly svounded in the leg, and the command of the Brigade

devolved upon Lt.-Col. Pdanchard, "vvlio gallantly led the

charge. The enemy were driven from the hill, and the Colors

of the lG'2d, closely followed by the 3t'>th Maine, planted on

the Avorks. Lt.-Col. Jilanchard retained command of the

Brigade until Semmesport was reached.

Here Sergeant Williams, another color-bearer, -was badly

wounded, after having placed liis colors on the summit of the

hill. Lieut. AVm. C. Ilawes, Co. I, a brave and intelligent

officer, was mortally wounded ; and Lieut. Stack, Co. E,

severely. The loss of the lG2d was 2 officers and 35 men
killed and wounded.

Remaining on the tield that night, the next morning the

march to Alexandria was resumed ; encamping there the next

day in a position to protect the gunboats, which were hard

aground above tiie raj>ids. This Heet was finally extricated

by the genius and skill of Lieut.-Col. Bailey, (since Brevet

Brig.-General), who threw a dam across the river, which

raised the water and ejialded the yessels to float. On May
13th, the retreat was c.mtinncd toward the month of Bed
River, with incessant skirmishing. On the IGth, the enemy
M-erc encountered at a small town <'allod Mansura, in a posi-

tion provided M-ith hca\-y l)atterics. An artillery duel was
kept up for some live or six hours, when the enemy retreated,

the infantry on neithtjr side having lired a shot. The march
was re:>umed, and, on tlic 17th, Scmmcsport, on the Atchafa-

laya, was reached, and tlie lG2d assisted in building a bridge

of steamboats, on whidi the army (ro^SL'd. From Semmes-
port the route was to ^forgan/ia, on the Mississippi, which
%vas reached on tlie L'2d ; and the lG2d went into camp on the

bank of the river, and remained there until the evening of

the 2d of July.

June ISth, wliile at ;^[organzia, J,itJiit.-Col. Blanchard was
mustered in as Colonel of the lG2d, with rank from A])ril

0th, the day vt' the battle of riuasant Hill ; and, on the I'Gth,
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Capt. J. D. Yandcnhnrgli as Lieuf.-Col.. vice iJlancliard, pro-

mote. 1.

July 2d, the 102d ciubarked on transports -with the rest of

tlie Brigade, and on tlie 4tli of July Landed and encamped at

Algiers, opposite IS'c'w Orleans, wliere it remained until

ordered to emljark for Yirginia. Jnlj 8th, the lG2d Avent on

board the steamer C. C, Leary, and after a stormy passage of

eleven days, reached Fortri.!SS ^Monroe, where it vras ordered to

report to Maj.-Gen. Burlcr at Bermuda Hundred. On arriv-

ing there. Col. Blanchai'd, Avho was side, obtained leave of

absence fur twenty days. The B32d landed and encamped,

remaining some three days, when it was ordered to Deep

Bottom to report to Gen. Foster. xVrrlving there, it crossed

the James Iliver 0)1 pontoons, and at once })rocecded to dig

trenches and throw np fortifications. The lG2d had out a

strong picket on the oSew ^Market road, which was attacked

by the enemy in force. The lG2d went up about dark, under

command of Lt.-Co1. A^'andenburgli, to strengthen it, and fell

into an and>uscude at the point where the pickets had been

captured. Xearly one company belonging to the right of the

lG2d had been cajttnred, together with Capt. "William P.

IJnxford, Co. G. The lG2d fell back, posting the left as

skirmishers, and held the ground the next day and night.

On the morning oC the second day, 2Cth, the Bebels opened

on the camp with four 2(t-pound Parrott guns, and, having a

whole division of troop:;, would have captured the reginient

entire but for tiic timely arrival of Hancock's (2d) Corps,

which had cro-sed during the night. The enemy were soon

routed, h>.~ing the four pieces of artillery. The lG2d lust

more than one-third of its etlective strength present, \h, : 10

killed ami wounded, and 44 taken pri-oners.

The next day, 2Ttli, tlie lG2d end»arked for WashiTigton,

arriving there on the 2".'tli ; and eneamped one night at (,'hain

Bridge, when it was ordered to Monocacy, Md. Taking the

ears at Washington, it reached its destination on Sunday

night, Jidy 31, ami went into camp. Aug. 5th, the lG2d went

by cars to ilar]'er"s Terry and encamped on ^Maryland Heights.
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Tlic next <la_v it oru>-,cil tlio J^)t^)lna(' nn<l encamped at ILill-

town. The day foll<>\vinp: it iiiarrhed vai Charlcsti»wn, Berrv-

villc and Euidccr Hill, to 'Winchester. Thence it ^vent to

Cedar Creek, 1.'] miles l)eyonil, from ^^•hieh point, closely fol-

lowed by the enemy, the Army fell back to Summit Point;

the lG2d f.>i-ming ].art of the escort of the Army train. Halt-

ing one day, the Army fell hack to Flowing Spring, about S

miles from Harper's Ferry, where Col. Blanchard, having

regained his health, rejoined the regiment. On the 21st, the

102d went to Bolivar Iteight-, where it threw up breastworks

and remained nntll the 2Sth, v.heu the Army advanced to

Winchester ; the Brigade remaiinng to escort trains to and

from Charlestown. Oct. oth, tlie IG'Jd M'ent to Martinsburgli

and encamped, it having been detailed to escort prisoners from

Winchester to that place, and return with trains. Oct. 10th,

the day of the Great Battle, the B.rigade ^vas in line on the

lower side of ^Winchester to interce])t stragglers from the

front, and be ready to act in any emergency that might arise.

The services of the I>rigade in the Valley were, perhaps, more

useful than conspicuous— still they were not lightly appreciated

by the connuanding (reneral. In his judgment they were

important enough to entitle it to share in the glory of his

campaign, and it is by his special order that the several re^'i-

ments of the Ih'igade b(>;ir uj>oa their colors the proud inscrip-

tioTi,— ''Sheridan's Campaign in Shenandoah Yallev, lsr»4.''

Xov. r.th. the Brigade rejoin,.,! its Corps at Cedar Creek,

Avhich fell back to Camp Biir---ell, near Newtown, on the 0th,

and remained in cam]) until Dec. i",»th, when it nn_)ved to

Camp Sheridan, Steveii>on's J)ep._)t, and pmceeded to build

winter quarters. It wa- beiriiinitig to be comfortable in them
when the Brigad' was ordered to irarrison Winchester, o miles

distant. The 10'_M eii(;uii})eil ,mi the. high grouml, half a mile

S.tuth of the city. Its principal duty was to guard the- roads

in that section of country, although it periormed much picket

duty al^o,

April I'd, I^i'..'», ( ol. Flaiichard was ordered to niake a

reconnoi-^ance of Snicker's (!ap and Barry's I'ord on the
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A. M. oil the nioniiiii; of the lith ho roturned on tlie od, ha\'-

ing iiKidc a thMn.ii-!i survey of the eoiintrv indicated. lie

was then ordered to join the Lrigade at Camp liussell, 10

miles from Windicster. the point at which Gen. Ilaneoek was

concent rating- a force preparatory to a march down the valley,

with the nltiniate purpose of joining Gen. Grant before liich-

niond. The iij'ld reached its destination early on the morning

of the -Ith, to meet the news of the tall of Jiichnutnd, and

to siiare the joy it occasiotn>(L April Gth, it nuirched and

encamped at Mill Creek, -2 miles from Winchester. April Sth,

it left for iSunnnit Point, on the Potomac and 'Winchester

Paih-oad, and :ijrive*I tliere al.out U P. ZM. April 12th. it was

ordered to guard the Pailroad trom Charlcstov.'u to Wood's

Station, a dir-taiii.'C of about S miles,

April 2(»th. the 102d, together with the M-hole of Dwight's

Division, left fcr Arashington, performing the distance by

railroad, and ari'iviug there the next day. On the 2'2d the

encampment wa- ou the ]S'ational Pace Course gronnds.

April 25th, the od Prigade changed its encampment to ground

near Fort ZMcigs, a jih^asant location in a line field falling to

the lot of the l()2d. The Prigade guarded the country from

Port Meigs to the high grounds opposite Alexandria, a distance

of some S or 10 ruilc^, l>y a continuous line of pickets. May
23(1, the l()2d ]>:irticipatcil in the Grand Pe\ie\\', and occu-

])ied a prominent ]>osition in the line,— the right of the 'Jth

Corps. AVhile at Port Meigs, the l.()2d was prc^ented by the

City of !Sew York with a new stand of Colors, conslstiug of

2 llags and 2 guidon<. These replaced the war-worn Colors

of the rciiimenr, which had been forwarded to tlie Pureau of

Military Pecord, at Albany, .^larcli 4, l^^j5. After the lO'Jd

Avas mustered out, these Colors were also deposited in the

Pureau of Military Pecord, Xov. 27, lSt»5.

June 27th, tlu' ;;d Jh-igade embarked on the steamship

IS^orthern Light for Savannah, Ga., A\'here it arrived July 1-t,

after a pleasant voyage, and encamped on grounds just out"

.side of the city di'fcuses.





Karly on the moniiniX ot' July LMtli, the oj l>nu-aJe, Col.

Pdaiu'liard coininandiuir. <'(>iniiiL'UC'e(.l its; inareh for Ilawkins-

ville, Ga., a distance of 200 niile^, tlie route being mainly

tlirougli pine forests. At A, M. of Aug. 5, the Brigade

reached Ilawkinsvillc. The 102d was detailed for provost

duty in the town. It went into camp on the lawn in front of

the Court House. Tiie regiment, at tliis time, was under

command of Lieut. -Col. A'andenhurgh, Col. Blanchard, accord-

ing to orders, having assumed connnand of the Third Sub-

District of Ocmulgce, Ga. (See General Orders, iVTo. 4, 1st

Dis. Dcp't Ga., Dist. of Savannah.) While in this command,

Col. Blanchard visited Anderson ville, and discovered the

grave of Private A. Amigh, Co. K, lG2d, but failed to

identify those of two members of Co. II, of the same regi-

ment, reported as having perished in tlie prison at that place.

Sept. 2I:th, orders were received, directing the lG2d to pro-

ceed, by railroad, to Savannah, in order to be mustered out

of service.

Sept. 2r>th, tlie lG2d left Ilawkinsville for Savannah by the

Macon K. II., via Augusta.

Oct. 2d, it arrived at Savannah and encamped on grounds

near the City Jail, and on the 12th was mustered out of

service.

Oct. 1-1 th, it sailed for New York, on the Steamer Chase,

and, arriving on the l>-th, was ordered to Hart's Island, N. Y.

Harbor.

Oct. 21st. the lG2d was paid otf, by Paymaster Phelps, and

its property turned orer to the United States.

On the Rolls, 473. l*resent, 3:>3.

The service of the ir>2d was i'aithful and efficient enough

to entitle it to share in the secure fame of the xSineteenth

Army Corps, and to justify the ext>ressions of appreciation

the Pegiment received iu high <pi;u-ters; and the honors con-

ferred n})on its otiieer>, e.irued by valorous conduct in more

than one ^Military nepartnieut, were worthily bestowed.

The General (i'>\ eniinei'.f. in recognition of the services of

Col. Blanchani. ina'Ie him r.re\el I'.rigadier-General of U. S.

Vols., Sept. 2Sth, l^GO, with rank from March 13th, 1SG5.
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The Govonior ..f New York hrevcted :\[aj,.r Julm Jl. Bab-
coc-k Lieur.-C'oloncl. lor pillantiy at Tort JliJlson, in the Eed
llivcv eanipaiirn, and the Slienuiidoali ^'alley.

The Goveniur ]>esto\ved tho Brevet rank of Major upon
Capt. Eugene S. Eun:^on, for gallantry at Pleasant Ilill, La.
and for general meritorious services; and tlie Brevet rank of
]\rajor upon Capt. John G. Leefe also, for gallantrv in Slieri-
dan's Shenandoah Vullej canq^aign, and for general meritori-
ous services.
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APPENDIX

Head-Qu-arters 162d X. Y, Vols.,
}

NEAR WixcnESTER, Va., Jfarc/i 14, 18G5. [

CoLOXEL : In aecor<lancc ^vith the provi.sions of tlie Act, estab-

lishing a Bureau of Military Statistics in Xcw York, I have the

honor to transmit lierewith tlie Regimental Colors of my com-

mand. At the organization of the Ilcgiment, Oct. 18, 18G2, these

Colors were presented to it by the State of New York. They are

two in number; and consist of the National Flag, and a blue silk

flag, on the center of which is painted the Xational Coat of xVrms.

The llegiment Avas raised in the City of New York and formed

one of the Metropolitan Brigade.

The original Field Officers were Col. Lewis Benedict, Lt.-Col.

J. Vi. Blanchard and 3[ajor James IT. Bogart. In Xovemlier,

18G2, it was sent to Xew Orleans on Gen. Banks' Expedition;

the troojis of which were afterward organized as the 19th Army
Corps.

The Colors were carried through the siege of Port Hudson, in

the summer of 180o, and it was tliere that a charge of graj>e tore

the Union out of the Xational Hag. They Avere borne in the fol-

lowing engagements: At Fort Bisland, on the 13th and 14th of

April, 1803; in the assault on Port Hudson, on the 27th May,

1803, Avhere the Regiment lost 2 otHcers and 33 men, killed and

AA'Ounded; in the second assault, on the 14th June, Avhere its loss

AA-as 2 officers and 00 men ; and, at Springfield Landing, on the 2d

July of the same year. In the Red River Campaign, of last

Spring, the Colors Avere i)rcsent at the fi'j:ht of Sa))iiie Cross

Roads, April 8th; at Pleasant Hill, Aj.ril Orh, where Col.

lienedict, connnanding Brigade, Avas killed, and tlie Regiment

lost 7 otiicers and 114 men, killed, Avoimded and missiiiLr; and,
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NoTK. Tlie State Col.jrs of 171th N. Y., consoli.latiMi with 162a, Feb. 17,

18G4, -vvure thfreafter curried "svitli ihc Colors of the lG2d.

INSCIIIPTIONS ON THE COLORS OF 16 2d REG. N. T. VOL.

INFANTRY.

Presented by the City of Xcw York, ^Fay, 18Go.]

FORT BLSLAXD, La,, .\prll 13 and 14, 18G3.

* PLAINS STOKE, La., ^fay 21, 1SG3.

SIEGE OF POUT nrf)SON', ^hxx 27, aiul June U, 18G3.

SPL'IXGFIELT) LANI)IX(;, La., July 2, 18G3.

* COX'S PLAXTATIOX, La., July 13, 18G3.

SALIXE CIJOSS POADS, La., April 8, 18G4.

PLEASANT HILL, La., Api-il 9, 18G4.

CAXE lin'ER BLUFF, La., April 23, 1SG4.

MAXSrii.V, La., 3[ay 15, 1SG4.

DEEP J^.OTTOM, Va., July 25, l^Gl.

SIIEIilDAX'S CAMPAIGN IN SIIENAXDOAII VALLEY,
18G1.

*Thcso engai^'cinents were participated in by the 174t]i N. Y. V. Infantry,

prior to its consolidation with the lG'2d.

1

at Cane Piver Crosslricr, April 23(1, where 2 officers and 35 men
were killed or -wounded.

Four times liave tlicsc^ Colors been shot down in battle, two I ]

of their Bearers killed and two wounded. But, they liave never *
'

been out of tlie liegiiuent's possession, and are now returned to

the original d(Mior.

I have the honor to be, Colonel, with great respect, \

Your Obdt, Serv't,

J. AV. BLAXCIIARD,

Com'ng 102d, X. Y. Y. L
Col. LocnwooD L. Dotv, Albany, X". Y.
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THK lO-Jcl ltli:&. >.-. Y. S. A^OL. IXIf^YiNTTKY.

Color, cU:
Lewis Bt'iK-vlict

Justus W. Bliinchard,

Lievt t-C"londs.

Justus W. B'.anchard,.

.

Jaiut'S M. Vaiuk-nburgli

James H. Bo.^-art

Ilobert W. I.fnnard, ...

Creur-<.* W. lv<-atiii_:r, . .

.

FriHlt'rick \A'. Cok-inan,

J.^huB. lialx-ock

William P. HuxfurJ,...

Robert \\'. Lcnnaril, . .

.

James g.Mil.-s

JuhuB. BlV.>rnck

Joiin E. Burke,

QHnrter-M"><ters:

William H. Al!)ertsi.n, .

Jolm G. Let-tf

Kobert Emmftt
Charles Small,

Date of Commission.

1802, September 9

1^04, Mav 31

lSfi2, September 12

IbGi, June 6

1802, October IG

lSG;i, August 10

is04,"July 9
1^(14, December 7

18G.J, August 31
i

. 1802, December 2

.; ISGo. August 8

,; 1801, June 6

180.J, January 20

1 802, December 3
.• 180;*, August 10
. I 1803, November 13
.

: 1804, Ijeptember 13

S'irr/eons:

Willi.-iiuB. Knrr.r, Jr.

William II. Ibr/ier

Edward E. Van De \\'arker.

1SG2, December 3

1804,' July 20

A»-n.'*t<H't-Si/rg>;i>;is:

William H. Ib./.ier

Edwurd E. Van De Warker,
David M. Browne,
James L. Adams
Jolm A. Unbiuson
William G. Mi'acUam,

I 1802, December
I 1803, July
' 1802, December
! 1803, Ajiril

; 1804, Aui,'ust

1804. October

Chnphiin :

Anson B. Huyt,

Date of Rank.

1803, September "9

1804, April 9

1802, September 9

1804, April 9

1802, October 10

1803, June 14

isoi'juiv
9

1804, December 1

1803, July 23

1802, September 15
1.sG;j, Auirust 8

1804, April 9

1804, December 1

1802, September 10

1803. February 24
1803, February 24

1804, September 2

1802, September

1804. April

Captains

:

Michael Mitchell,.

Boss Dcegan
James S. King,. .

.

Nicholas Wund"r,

1802. September 29
180:i, July
1S(;;', October
1803. April 17

1804. Au-ust 3

1804, September 29

1^02, Deceuiber 3 i 1802, September 8
isiie, December 5

|

1S02, November 2;>

ls02, December 3
i

1n02, September 20

1802, December 3
|
1802, October 1
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TtOSTER— (Cun tinned.)

! ^ame.
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ROSTEi (Continued.)

i
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ROSTER OF 'J^IIir; iGQd JIT^O-. :N-. Y. S. VOL. I^TF.

AT MUSTER-OUT.

Rank.
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